
OCWA BOARD POLICIES 

Section 1.  Intent 

It is the intent of this Policy is to give the Onondaga County Water Authority (OCWA) Board the 

authority to participate in meetings via videoconferencing in a manner consistent with the 

videoconferencing policy and the authority granted in Public Officers Law Section 103-a.  

Section 2. Authority 

This policy is adopted pursuant to Public Officer’s Law Section 103-a which expressly 

authorizes the policies giving the public bodies the authority to participate in meetings via 

videoconference from locations not accessible to the public so long as a quorum of the public 

body participates from locations. 

Section 3. Videoconferencing for Public Meetings 

OCWA hereby authorizes all members of its Board to participate in meetings using 

videoconferencing technology in a manner consistent with Public Officers Law Section 103-a 

and OCWA’s videoconferencing guidelines adopted by the Board. 

Section 4. Severability 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Policy or the application thereof to 
any person , firm or corporation, or circumstances, shall be adjusted by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgement shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Policy or in its application to the person, individual, firm 
or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or 
order shall be rendered. 



ONONDAGA COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 

(“OCWA”) VIDEOCONFERENCING GUIDELINES 

Adopted September 21, 2022

Pursuant to the videoconferencing guidelines, adopted by the Onondaga County

Water Authority Board on September 21, 2022, the OCWA Board supports and encourages

the option of videoconferencing for all its Directors, as that term is defined in Section 102 of 

the Public Officers Law.   

The following meeting policies are hereby adopted by the OCWA Board: 

1. A quorum of the Board must meet in a location that is accessible to the public before

any other member can participate by videoconferencing.

2. Videoconference board participants shall always use the video function.

3. Videoconference board participants shall be in a well-lit room, so their face is clearly

visible, sitting close enough to the microphone to be heard, and use their real full

name in the “name” box.

4. The following justifications are acceptable reasons to participate by

videoconferencing:

a. Illness;

b. Caregiving responsibilities;

c. Disability;

d. Out of town business obligations;

e. Other extraordinary circumstances as determined by a majority vote of the

OCWA Board.

5. Minutes of the meeting must include who participated via videoconferencing.

6. If a member of a Board participates by videoconferencing, the public must also be

allowed to participate via videoconferencing the same as they would be able to if

attending in person.

7. A copy of these Guidelines shall be posted on the OCWA Website.

8. Other Open Meeting Law requirements including those regarding the posting of

meeting notices, keeping of minutes, identifying, and maintaining documents used at

the meeting, and going into executive session continue to apply.


