
Table of Detected Contaminants

Sample

Source

OCWA

Copper Distribution No 0.178 mg/L 0

System

OCWA
Lead Distribution No 6.8 µg/l 0

System

*AL (Action Level) – Only 10% of samples can exceed this level.

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT LEAD:

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in 

drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used in service lines and in home plumbing. OCWA is responsible for providing high quality drinking water 

and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure 

is possible even when your tap sampling results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by identifying and 

removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family's risk. Using a filter, certified by an American National Standards 

Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used 

properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from water. Before using tap water for 

drinking, cooking, or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of 

dishes. If you have a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a longer period. If you are 

concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact Alexandra Misiaczek at 315-455-7061 EXT. 3141. Information on lead in 

drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at  https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead
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About Lead and Copper: To deter the leaching of lead and/or copper from our customers’ pipes, OCWA has been mandated to implement corrosion control. 

The method of corrosion control used on waters originating from Otisco and Skaneateles lakes is the addition of orthophosphate. The adjustment of pH is the 

method used for water from Lake Ontario. OCWA is required to sample for lead and copper to make sure our corrosion controls are effective. The latest 

sampling period was in June of 2025. OCWA will sample again in 2026.

90
th

 Percentile Values for Lead & Copper: The values reported for lead and copper represent the 90
th

 percentile. The 90
th

 percentile value is the 

concentration that 90% of the taps sampled were at or below. Since the action level for lead is 15 µg/l, 90% of the taps tested had to be at or below this value. 

The above chart shows that 90% of the taps tested were at or below 6.8 µg/l in June of 2025. The action level for copper is 1.3 mg/l. The observed 90th 

percentile for copper was 0.178 mg/l for the same time period. The above chart shows that that 90% of the taps tested were at or below this value.  The testing 

showed that OCWA's methods of corrosion control were effective.

Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 

Erosion of natural deposits.

Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 

Erosion of natural deposits. Leaching from 

wood preservatives.
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