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Central New York’s Water Authority
PO Box 4949, Syracuse, NY 13221-4949

Lake Ontario Water Treatment Plant Improvements — Phase 2
Clearwells and Backwash Tank
1633 Rathburn Road, Oswego NY
May 2025

This spring, OCWA authorized a water storage tank improvement project at the Lake Ontario Water
Treatment Plant at 1633 Rathburn Road, Oswego NY. The project consists of replacing the existing two
2.5 million gallon (MG) “Clearwell” steel tanks and replacing the 764,000-gallon steel “Backwash” steel
tank. The new Clearwells will be 5.5 MG each. They will include a concrete baffled wall system to
increase storage available for peak demands and further enhance finished water operations. The new
backwash tank will be replaced in kind. Clearwell tanks and Backwash tank are conceptually shown in
Figure 1 below.

The project includes a substantial amount of piping installation, earth moving work, forming, and pouring
of reinforced concrete, and demolition activities. During the project, OCWA's routine operations will
continue, but the traffic and use of heavy equipment will increase with the Contractors producing the
project.

The work will be performed in various phases over the next three (3) years. The project should not impact
the water service to the area during any phase. During the first phase of construction, the existing steel
tanks will remain in service, and the new site piping will be installed. The second phase will be the
construction of the first 5.5 MG Clearwell tank and Backwash Tank, with existing tanks still in service.

Once the new tanks are fully online and approved by the Department of Health, the demolition of both
existing Clearwell’s and Backwash tank can occur to establish the space required to build the second 5.5
MG Clearwell tank.

During construction, there may be a minor amount of traffic disruption and elevated noise levels during
normal construction working hours. Once complete the site will return to its normal activities. This
project will also cap off a series of projects, performed over the past 15 years, that OCWA has invested
into the Water Treatment Plant, fortifying the Lake Ontario water supply and its operations.

Questions or concerns can be addressed to Andrew Weiss at 315-455-7061 x 3108, or ajweiss@ocwa.org,
or at the address above.
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Lake Ontario Water Treatment Plant Improvements — Phase 2 (continued)

Figure 1: Conceptual layout of Clearwells and Backwash Tanks

(2) New Clearwells

(2) Existing Clearwells




