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DRAFT 

The Onondaga County Water Authority held a Special Meeting on September 3, 

2021, at 200 Northern Concourse Syracuse NY 13212.  

 

Members of the Authority present were J. Bianchini, J. Dougherty, B. Doran and  

K. Gardiner by conference call. 

Others present: J. Brown, G. Miller, C. Marvin, L. Khanzadian, and A. Weiss. 

 

I. Call to Order: 

•  J. Bianchini, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:35 pm 

•  J. Bianchini thanked everyone for attending the Special meeting to 

review a large potential community project and asked that J. Brown 

provide an overview. 

 

II.  Overview  

•  J. Brown provided the four areas for review by the OCWA Board: 

a.  Overview of proposed project and availability of water from 

the two OCWA sources. 

b.  Availability of water from the City of Syracuse.  

c.  Availability of water from Lake Ontario and the required 

  capital improvements. 

d.  Funding  

 

•  The location under consideration is White Pine Commerce Park east of 
the Terminal campus. This site has 1250 acres with an abundant supply of 

electricity and water.  

•  Currently two primary companies are considering the site.   

•  Project requirements are in three phases of development over a 7-10 

year period. 

•  Lake Ontario offers a plentiful supply of water meeting the initial 

requirements and the ability to ramp up as requested.  

•  City of Syracuse (Skaneateles Lake) has limited available excess supply 
currently and would require significant capital expenditure and time to 

supply additional water. 

•  Otisco Lake supply does not offer notable opportunity for expansion. 

•  Authority staff is developing capital improvement costs for each proposed 

phase of development; each major supply increment (10, 20 34.5 mgd) 
has costs associated with it as presented; the initial estimate to supply the 

full requested capacity for one of the primary companies (34.5 mgd) plus 

anticipated water system residential/commercial growth is $849 million. 

•  Funding will require a mixture of sources including industrial rates, other 

rates, ad valorem and grants.  
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•  The Board was comfortable moving forward with the discussions with the 
understanding that the full required capacity will dictate our final capital 

improvement costs and therefore our funding requirements. 

 

On motion by K. Gardiner, duly seconded by B. Doran, with all Members present 

approving, the Board adjourned the special meeting at 4:17 p.m.  
 

 

Laurie Khanzadian,  

Recording Secretary 

 


