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The Lake Ontario Water Treatment Plant (LOWTP) was originally placed into service in June of 1967 and 

a large amount of the facilities equipment is original and is has reached the end of its useful life. Investments 

in the facility have been made over time including electrical substation renovation, new pumps and drives 

for the associated pumping stations, a laboratory renovation, replacement of the main roof, addition of site 

security and miscellaneous chemical feed system upgrades. Despite these investments, the core water 

treatment plant still has many systems that needed replacement. 

 

In 2018 OCWA and the Consulting engineer performed a condition assessment of the entire facility. The 

recommendations of that assessment ultimately informed the final design of improvements for the process, 

structural, architectural, mechanical, electrical, instrumentation, HVAC, and plumbing systems. 

 

 
 
On January 14th, 2022, OCWA issued the Notice to Proceed on the rehabilitation of the Lake Ontario Water 

Treatment Plant.  

 

Primary renovations will include: 

 providing a launch point for future transmission main condition assessment,  

 Replacement of existing Clarifiers with better performing contact basins,  

 replacement of filter surface wash system with air scour to improve filter cleaning efficiency,  



 replacement of electrical power distribution and control systems, 

 replacement of lighting, plumbing, heating and ventilation systems, 

 replacement of existing valves and actuators,  

 hazardous building material removal (flooring, ceiling tiles, insulation, etc.) 

 building code improvements for accessibility and fire safety,  

 renovate staff bathrooms/locker rooms to meet new code requirements 

 

 

(Contact Basin #3 Work in Progress) 

 

This work does not alter the capacity of the facility but improves reliability, safety and efficiency. This project 

represents the largest phase of improvements to the facility, but one additional project remains to fully 

renovate and modernize the plant. After this project, the two existing steel tanks, called clearwells, will be 

replaced with new larger tanks. The goal of that project will be to eliminate the need to paint the existing 

tanks now and, in the future, and to improve the disinfection process at the plant by providing more contact 

time between the filtered water and the chlorine used to disinfect it. OCWA expects to perform that project 

in 2025-2027.  

 

The project is scheduled to be completed in Fall of 2024. Questions or concerns can be addressed to 

Andrew Weiss at 315-455-7061 x 3108, or ajweiss@ocwa.org, or at the address above. 


